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Pastoralists and agropastoralists 
loosing ground: 
A Horn of Africa perspective 

Zeremariam Fre 

Introduction 

Pastoralists and agropastoralists throughout Sahelian Africa have lost 

much of their ground. Not only are the grazing and water resources 

shrinking but access to available high potential areas have become a 

thorny issue (inter-communally) between pastoral groups, farmers and 

the state. In countries where there is a political/military conflict pas-

toralist movement is severely restricted to some areas. Consequently 

some traditional pastovalist groups haze either completely abandoned 

pastoralism, have a minimal involvement in animal herding or have 

taken up other means of subsistence to survive. 

Several examples can be cited to demonstrate the seriousness of the 

scramble for resources throughout the Sahel. The tension between 

Mauritania and Senegal, which flared up to a bloody conflict in May 

1989, was primarily over grazing, agricultural and water resources of 

the Senegal Valley (Boubaker Ba, 1990). There are also similar 

conflicts over land resources between Mauritanian refugees and their 

Senegalese host (Boubaker Ba and Toure, 1990). 

During the 1984-85 drought, Chadian pastoralists were compelled to 

move south to the cotton growing areas of Chad where they were in 

direct conflict with farmers. The pastoralists claimed land rights of the 

cotton growing areas, farmers resisted and the result was conflict 

(Hissene, 1990). 
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Pastoralists and agropastoralists loosing ground 

Map 3. The location of the Gedaref district in the study area 
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