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that late  e a les the  to g aduate f o  the 
p og a e MoA Ethiopia, . Afte  deli e -
i g th ee phases, PSNP’s fou th phase ega  i  

 a d hile the p og a e has ee  u -
i g ith ta gi le easu es of su ess a oss 
a ious egio s i  Ethiopia, the Afa  Regio  –o e 

of the ost dep i ed  a eas of the ou t  – has 
ee  e pe ie i g disp opo tio ate a ie s i  

i ple e tatio . Resea h is al ead  ei g u -
de take  to u de sta d this egio al dispa it .  

So ial Prote tio  for I lusi e De elop e t i  the 
Afar Regio  of Ethiopia SPIDA  is a olla o ati e 
esea h p oje t ei g a ied out  De elop-

e t Pla i g U it DPU  of U i e sit  College 
Lo do  UCL , Adig at U i e sit  of Ethiopia 
ADU , a d the Pasto al a d E i o e tal Net-
o k i  the Ho  of Af i a PENHA . Ope ati g 
ithi  the f a e o k of the PSNP a d fo usi g 

o  Afa  Regio al State i  Ethiopia, its ai  o -
je ti e is to a al se the p og a e’s o t i u-
tio  to po e t  edu tio  a d food se u it . I  so 
doi g, it ai s to e ha e so ial se i es, ide tif  
i ple e tatio  diffi ulties, a d assess the o e -
all so io-e o o i  situatio  of the Afa  Regio , 
to o ple e t a s ooth  e e utio  of the p o-
g a e, fi e-tu e the poli , a d de elop a 

ette  alte ati e app oa h a o g the pasto al 
o u ities i  Afa .   

 

The Afa  egio  is a  a id lo la d a ea fou d i  
the o th-east of Ethiopia o de i g ith        
Dji outi a d E it ea a d is p edo i a tl       
o p ised of pasto alists %  a d ag o-

pasto alists % , ith o e  % of the egio ’s 
.  illio  populatio  depe de t al ost e ti el  

o  li esto k p odu tio  fo  its li elihood. Po e t  
i  the a ea has diffe ed i  p e ious de ades, ith 
the d ought of the s ei g the o st i     
li i g e o . I  /  alo e, it is esti ated 
that the Afa  lost % of thei  li esto k a d o e  

% of thei  hu a  populatio  ILCA, , see 
also Tsega e et al., . I  e e t ea s,               
o pou ded ith ultiple st esso s, i ludi g 

that of the El Niño a d the g o i g i pa t of 
li ate ha ge, thei  li elihood s ste s a d e-

silie e ha e ee  u de i ed a d this is        
li iti g li esto k p odu tio , depleti g assets, 
a d e a e ati g food i se u it .  

I  espo se to lo g-te  food i se u it , the 
Ethiopia  go e e t has atte pted to di e sif  
the p o isio  of food aid elia e  i t odu i g 
the P odu ti e Safet  Net P og a e PSNP  
De e eu , . Begi i g i  , i  o ju -

tio  ith the Wo ld Food P og a e WFP  a d 
othe  de elop e t pa t e s, the o je ti e has 

ee  to suppo t food i se u e households a d 
uild o e esilie t li elihoods  a d suste a e 
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The o e all esea h app oa h also ai s to assist i  
ge e ati g poli  optio s that p o ote esilie e a d 
li elihoods i p o e e t a o g these o u ities.  

Methodolog  

Pa ti ipato  Ru al App aisal PRA  is a g o i g fa il  
of app oa hes, ethods, attitudes a d eha iou s to 
e a le a d e po e  people to sha e, a al se a d e -
ha e thei  k o ledge of life a d o ditio s, a d to 
pla , a t, o ito , e aluate a d efle t  Cha e s, 

.Usi g the PRA guideli es a d asso iated esea h 
tools, the p oje t has a ied out PRAs i  the follo i g 
si  dist i ts i  Afa  Regio al State: Be hale, A ala, Mile, 
Chif a, Ko e a a d Afa o, o e i g a ide a ge of 
pe spe ti es a d e e gi g li elihood t e ds i  the pas-
to al, ag o-pasto al a d pe i-u a  o u ities. Sa -
ple illages e e sele ted ased o  the atu e of thei  
li elihoods, i ludi g thei  a ied so io-e o o i  sta-
tus, o ilit  a d o u it - ased go e a e s s-
te s. Fo  i sta e, the esea he s sele ted the dis-
t i ts of Mile a d Afa o, hi h diffe  f o  the othe  
sele ted stud  a eas due to thei  off-pasto al sou es of 
i o e a d sede ta  t pe of li elihood.  

Ge de -i lusi e app oa hes e e adopted. The Afa  is 
p edo i a tl  pat ili eal a d o e  so eti es fi d it 
diffi ult to e p ess thei  ie s ope l  i  f o t of e ; 
he e, to e su e o e ’s full pa ti ipatio , sepa ate 
g oups e e o ga ised fo  e  a d o e . Fo us 
g oup dis ussio s e e o ie ted to a ds the follo i g 
topi s:  Pasto alis , ag o-pasto alis  a d alte ati e 

Figure : Afar regional map, showing the selected dis-
tricts and villages. Map credit: Zubairul Islam, Adigrat 
University, Ethiopia. 

 

 Ge de  a d outh;  Village i stitutio s;  Seaso al 
ale da  a d t e d li es;  Wealth a ki g, p o le  a al-
sis, a d o u it  a tio  pla s. 
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Fi di gs 

Resea h fi di gs sho ed that the halle ges that 
the Afa  o u ities a e fa i g a e ulti-fa eted, 
a d a e i sepa a le f o , ut ot li ited to, the 
u e t d ought: 

 Food sho tages affe t oth people a d thei  
attle. I  o de  to su i e pe iods of food i se-
u it  a d the o se ue t i ease i  a ket 

p i es, o u it  e e s a e fo ed to de-
plete thei  assets. 

 The e is a ge e al la k of suita le i f ast u -
tu e, i ludi g ele t i it  a d sa ita  lat i es. 

 The e has ee  a  i ease i  the a essi ilit  
to edu atio  a d health a e, ut oth eed to 

e ette  esou ed. 

 The popula e la ks a ess to edit a d oop-
e ati es that ill assist i  asset uildi g a d 
e o o i  di e sifi atio . 

Stre gths a d li itatio s of the PSNP 

The PSNP p o ides a de elop e t-o ie ted as op-
posed to hu a ita ia  espo se to food i se u it . 
It i eases so ial ohesi e ess, si e ost of the 
pu li  o ks e ui es the o u it  to o k to-
gethe  to a ds a o o  goal. I  ge e al, the 
PSNP has elati el  elo gated the asset p ote tio  
of the households, as people a e suppo ted du i g 
pe iods of food sho tages a d a e the efo e ot 
selli g thei  li esto k. 

Ho e e , the e is a is at h et ee  de a d 
a d suppl  ega di g the p o isio s of the PSNP, 

hi h a e o l  supplied fo  si  o ths of the ea . 
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O e household is assu ed to o p ise a a i u  of 
fi e pe so s, ega dless of the total u e  of fa il  

e e s. Fu the o e, the suppl  of o se atio  
tools a d e uip e t is ot at hed ith the de a d 
of the pu li  o k pa ti ipa ts. I  the Afa  Regio , the 
PSNP o l   p o ides food to suppo t elated asset-

uildi g i te e tio s. It is ot tailo ed to the p odu -
tio  a d li elihood s ste  of the people a d does ot 
o side  the e i o e tal o ditio  of the illages. 

Poli  re o e datio s 

F o  the fi di gs of the PRA, SPIDA e o e ds the 
follo i g fo  the lo g-te , i lusi e de elop e t i  
the Afa  Regio . 

E pa di g the PSNP: The u e  of e efi ia ies of 
the PSNP t a sfe s should e i eased to i lude e
- o  hild e  a d to take a ou t of pol ga ous 
households. Due to the e u e t d ought, t a sfe s 
should e e te ded f o  si  to te  o ths. 

U dersta di g regio al differe es: Pu li  o ks ith 
a fo us o  soil a d ate  o se atio , te a i g, et . 
ha e ee  i t odu ed f o  the ea  highla d od-
els hi h a  ot e app op iate fo  Afa  o ditio s i  
the a id lo la ds. The t a sfe  pe iod, pu li  o k 
s hedule a d a ti ities, a d the pa e t of t a sfe s 
should e tailo ed to the pasto al o u ities. 

 

 

Taki g i for al so ial et orks i to o sideratio : The 
Afa  o u ities e su e that ette -off households 
adopt t aditio al so ial espo si ilities that assist disad-
a taged g oups, ostl  th ough ki ship et o ks of 
e ip o al solida it  a d the eligious p a ti e of Zakat. 

These al ead  uilt-i  i fo al so ial p a ti es e.g. u-
tual sha i g  a  suppo t o  o p o ise the effe ti e-

ess of the t a sfe s. Su h t aditio s a e o th i esti-
gati g a d uildi g upo  Fo  fu the  eadi g o  i te-
g ati g lo al k o ledge s ste s a d adaptatio , see 
E ikse  a d Ma i , . 

Suppl i g pro isio s to sustai  li esto k: Cu e tl , El 
Niño is depleti g the li esto k of the people, the efo e 
p o idi g ade uate a i al fodde  a  e a le pasto al-
ists to etai  thei  p e ious assets o  help the  to sell 
thei  a i als efo e the  die of sta atio . The a aila il-
it  of o ile li esto k li i s a  also help the  to etai  
thei  assets, espe iall  du i g the o ilit  seaso . 

E phasis o  alter ati e i o e ge eratio  approa h-
es: Histo i all , the Afa  pasto alist o u ities a e 
k o  fo  opi g ith the atu al a d a - ade disas-
te s i  the li ati all  ha sh e i o e t of the Ho  of 
Af i a, p i a il  due to thei  o ile li elihood s ste s 
a d thei  i fo al so ial et o ks. Ho e e , the f e-

ue t d oughts si e , oupled ith the e e t El 
Niño phe o e o , a e halle gi g thei  esilie e to 
sho ks.  Withi  the u e t apa ities of PSNP,  the Afa  
a  su i e ut ot th i e.  Fo  lo g-te   

Afar family members near their traditional hat, Anderkelo Chifra , Afar region, Ethiopia, Bereket Tsegay PENHA 6. 
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de elop e t, ith the ulti ate goal of e o i g de-
pe de  f o  these de elop e t p og a es, the 
Afa  people ust e suppo ted i  di e sif i g thei  
e o o i  a ti ities. 
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A out the o sortiu  e ers 

SPIDA efe s to the So ial Prote tio  for I lusi e De elop-
e t i  the Afar Regio  of Ethiopia, a t o- ea  esea h 

p oje t fu ded  the Nethe la ds O ga isatio  fo  S ie -
tifi  Resea h NWO , a d i ple e ted  a o so tiu  of 
the De elop e t Pla i g U it DPU  of U i e sit  College 
Lo do  UCL , the Pasto al a d E i o e tal Net o k i  
the Ho  of Af i a PENHA , a d the U i e sit  of Adig at 
ADU , Ethiopia. 

Adigrat U i ersity ADU , esta lished i  , is a pu li  
u i ersit  lo ated i  Easter  Tigra  i  the orther  Ethiopi-
a  highla ds, a  area adja e t to the stud  site of the Afar 
Regio , hi h is predo i a tl  i ha ited  the Afar pas-
toralist o u ities. Lo ated i  lose pro i it  to the 
stud  area, the u i ersit  has good li ks ith oth the Afar 
o u it  a d the e ergi g a ade i  i stitutio  – Sa a-

ra U i ersit . 

Pastoral a d E iro e tal Net ork i  the Hor  of Africa 
PENHA , a  Afri a -led orga isatio  esta lished i  , 

has ee  i ol ed i  a tio -orie ted resear h related to 
pastoral a d agro-pastoral de elop e t throughout the 
Hor  of Afri a. It has a  esta lished tra k re ord i  the field 
of pastoral resear h, proje t i ple e tatio , ge der stud-
ies a d poli  ad o a  a o g pastoral peoples through-
out the regio . It pro otes s ste i  a d ulti-dis ipli ar  
approa hes that shape atio al a d regio al poli ies. 
 

U i ersity College Lo do  UCL , esta lished i  , is 
ra ked a o gst a ha dful of the top resear h u i ersities i  
the orld, a d UCL’s De elop e t Pla i g U it DPU  has 
o er - ears histor  of o sulta , resear h a d tea hi g 
i  a d a out the de elop e t se tor. I  this o sortiu , 
DPU takes pri ar  respo si ilit  for e suri g that the high-
est sta dards are ai tai ed i  resear h desig  a d o -
du t, orki g i  lose part ership ith other o sortiu  

e ers. 
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